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Received Scprember 29, 1768,

XXXVII. Elucidation of an Etrufcan Coin
of Paeftum, iz Lucania, emitted from the
Mint there, about the Time of the Social
War. In a Letter to Charles Morton,
M. D. Sec. R. S. from the Rev. John
Swinton, B. D. F. R. 8. Cuffos Archi-
vorum of the Univerfity of Oxford, Mesnt~
ber of the Academny degli Apatifti a2 Flo-
rence, and of the Etrulcan Academy of
Cortona i Tulcany.

Dear Sir,

Read Nov. 24, HE coin adorned with Etrufcan

1768- charaéters, of which you will meet
with a defcripuon (fee Tas. XL n. 4.) in this letter, at
prefent in my {mall cabinet, was fome years fince com-
municated to the learned world by Sig. Pafferi ; and
afcribed to the city (1) of Paftum, in Lucania, of
which fuch noble ruins are ftill extant, by that ingenious
author. This notion, upon farther examination, will
be found by no means remote from truth ; though, by
attributing a wrong power, as I apprehend, to one

(1) Joan.Baptift. Pafler. De Num.Etrufec. Peeficnor. Différtat, in
Symbal. Litterar.&c. Vol. fecund, p. 13—35. Florentiz, 1748.
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of the chara&ers of the legend or infcription on the
reverfe, and confequently afligning a falfe lection to
that infcription (2), Sig. Pafferi feems greatly to
have fhaken, at leaft, if not intirely overturned, his
own opinion.

The head, with curled hair, on one fide of this
curious minute coin, may not improbably (3), as
Sig. Pafferi believes, be the effigies of fome famous
hero, or general, if not the founder of a city, that
antiently bore a relation to the [{zlace where the
piece was ftruck ; or it may poflibly, (4) as the
fame learned gentleman alfo fuggefts, be allowed to
point out to us fome local deity. Two of the fym-
bols cn the reverfe undoubtedly reprefent a dolphin
and an acrcftolium, though what that between thefe
two was intended to point out to us, I cannot, with
the fame facility, take upcn me to decide. The
globule in the middle of this laft, as it is termed by
Sig. (5) Pafieri, is moft evidently on my medal fuch a
concha marina, or fea fhell, as we fometimes meet
with on antient coins. This perfetly well agrees with
the two fymbols abovementioned, and, in conjun&ion
with them, clearly evinces the piece in queftion to have
been the produce of a mint ereCted in a maritime
town.

It may not be improper to obferve here, that a
filver Greek medal, in fine confervation, with the
word KTMAION on the rever{e, in an oriental di-
rection, from the right hand to the left, and two

(2) Id.ibid. p. 19,
(3) Id. ivids p. 21,
{4) Joan. Bapt, Paffer. ubi fup.
(5) 1d..ibid. p. 27, 28..
figures
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figures extremely fimilar to thofe under the do'phin
on my coin, which he takes to belong to the city
of Cuma in Campania, has been publithed by (6) M.
Pellerin. '

With regard to the legend or infcription, preferved
on the reverfe, it may not be improper to remark,
that the fifth letter, taken (7) by Sig. Pafferi for 1,
is, at leaft in my opinion, moft certainly v. This
is fufficiently apparent from even the four coins pub-
lithed by that ingenious gentleman, in the piece (8)
here referred to; and ftill more fo from the medal
now before me, as well as from another in the va-
luable colle¢tion of the Reverend and learned Mr.
Cracherode, Student of Chrift-Church, both of
which are in the fineft confervation, and clearly exhi-
bit vv, not Lv. In other refpects, the leftion af-
figned this minute infcription (9) by Sig. Pafferi
feems nearly to approach the truth, if it be not per-
fe@tly true. I fhall therefore take the liberty to read
it zivvTzis, PHISTVVIS; which, according to the
cacography, or uncouth manner of writing, of the
Etrufcans (10), mentioned by me in a former
paper, may, with fufficient propriety, be deemed equi-
valent to the Latin p&sTvM. The infcription will,
however, become quite another word, by the converfion
of the firft v into L, effentially different from the Latin
name of the city wherein Sig. Pafleri {uppofes it to

(6) Peller. Recucil de Medailles de Peuples & de Villes, Tee
Tom. L p. 47. pl. viii. n. 23. A Paris, 1763.
(7) Jo. Bapt, Paffer. ubi tup. p. 19.
(8) Id.ibid. p. 15—17.
(9) Id. ibid. p. 19, 20. _
(x0) Philofoph. Tranfac?, Vol, LL Par. IL p. 858.
5 have
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have been ftruck ; the letter L by no means, asa
radical, entering into the compofition of that name.
Nor is the laft element of the word (11) mvTIL,
in any of the (12) moft accurate draughts of Sig.
Olivieri’s Samnite-Etrufcan coins of Papius Mutilus,
found to refemble v, as Sig. Pafleri has been pleafed
to affert.  That element in all thofe draughts, as well
2s on the reverfes of two medals of the fame ge-
neral in my {mall colleQion (fee Tas. XII n. 2, 3.),
perfe@ly well preferved, is moft apparenly L, in the
true Etrufcan, or rather Samnite-Etrufcan, form.

If this notion, which to me appears inconteftable,
fthould be admitted by the learned, they will of
courfe reject the wild and arbitrary fuppofition of a
modern Italian writer (13); who attributes the piece 1
am confidering to Pliftia, an obfcure inconfiderable
town, mentioned (14) by Livy, and fcarce ever, as
far as I can recollet, by any other antient author.
For the expunction of the 1, a letter here purely ima-

(11) Sig. Gori has remarked, that one of the fides of the Etruf-
can v is now and then fomewhat longer than the other. When this
happens, part of the fhorter fide may be fuppofed to have been
erafed by the injuries of time; which, indeed, from the in-
ftances he has adduced, feems highly probable, Be that, how-
ever, as it will, even fuch an incomplete v as this is very di-
ftinguithable from the Etrufcan L; as the principal part, or
longer line, of the latter either always is or ought to be a per-
pendicular : whereas both the fides of the former are in an oblique
pofition, though not always equally fo. Anton. Francifc. Gor,
Muyf. Etruft. p. 414. Florentiz, 1737,

(12) Saggi di Differtaz. Accad. pub. lett. nella Nob, Accad. dell
antichiff. Cit. di Corton. Tom. IV. p, 133. InRoma, 1943.

(13) Pafchal, Magnon. De Ver. Pofidonia ¢t Pafli Origini-
bus, e,

(14) Liv. Lib. IX, ¢, xiii, xiv.

Vor. LVIIL. K k ginary,
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ginary, and the fubflitution of the v, in its flead,
which the medal itfelf fully juftifies, will not, as I
apprehend, leave the leaft room for fo precarious, not
to fay abfurd, a fuppofition. Nor will many of
the learned think this too harfth an appellation, as
Pliftia (15) feems to have been an obfcure inland
town ; whereas the fymbols on the reverfe of my
coin plainly evince it to have been ftruck in a mari~
time city, and a city of very confiderable note, It
would therefore have been a little unlucky for a cer--
tain Englith writer (16) to determine in favour of the
Italian author abovementioned, and aflign this piece,
as well as all others fimilar to it, to Pliftia, as he has
done, had he been fully acquainted with the fubject he
wrote upon ; but as this feems net to have been
the cafe, his character, as-an-adept in this branch of
literature, will not be greatly affe¢ted by the miftake.

With regard to the antiquity of the medal I am
now upon, I (hall beg leave to remark, that the
forms of the letters it exhibits, fo perfeQly fimi-
lar to thofe of the elements preferved by the coins
of Papius Mutilus and Tiberius Veturius, heretofore
explained, clearly indicate it to have been ftruck
about the time of the Social war. Befides, that war
is known to have raged in (17) Lucania; and the
Lucanians are faid to (18) to have been one of the

(15) Phil. Cluver. Ral. Autig. Lib; II.. .. xv..p. 772:.
Lugd. Batavorum, 10634.
(16) See The Ruins of Paflum, p. 37. Lond..1768.
{x7) A};E:ian. Alexandrin, De Bell.. Civik p. 375, See alfo.
Philofoph. ra]ri[aé?. Vol. LII. Part L. p. 29, 30.
(18) Aut. Epit, Livian, LXXII, LXXII.
principal,
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principal nations concerned at that time in the revolt
from the Romans, if they did not actually take
the lead in that revolt. They were commanded by
M. Lamponius and Tiberius Cleptius, two able ge-
nerals ; the former of which defeated a body of
Roman troops, under the command of Licinius
Craffus, formed the fiege of Grumentum, in Lucania,
and not a {19) little diftinguvifhed himfelf, either in
the firft or fecond campaign of the Social war. The
Etrufcan, or rather Samnite-Etrufcan, chara&ers on
this Lucanian piece are therefore a very good proof
of the truth of what is here advanced. For the prin-
cipal confederated Italian ftates, during the courfe
of that war, ufed the Etrufcan chara&ers, the antient
letters of Italy, and that on their coins, out of

efpite to the (20) Romans.  This has been already
obferved by the very ingenious Sig. Olivieri, in the
piece here referred to; nor will it, I would perfwade
myfelf, be contefted in any part of the learned
world.

The celebrated Sig. Pafferi fuppofes L to have (21)
entered into the compofition of the Etrufcan name
of Pzftum, by which he in a great meafure, if not
intirely, overturns his own hypothefis, relative to
the place where the coin before me firft appeared.
In order to account for this firange fuppofition, he
aflerts the antients frequently to have pgced the let-
ter L after s; and (22) produces the words sTLATVM,

(19) Appian. Alexandrin. ubi fup,

(20) Saggi di Differtazioni Accademiche pubblicamente lette nella
Nobile Aecademia Etrufea dell’ antichiffima Citta di Cortona, Tom.
II. p. 3. In Roma, 1738.

(21) Jo. Bapt. Paffer. ubi {up. p. 19, 20, 21,

(22) ld.ibid. ps 20, 21.

k 2 §TLITES,
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STLITES, for LATVM, LITES, in fupport of his
affertion. But here sT, not fimply s, is added to 1,
the firft radical letter, as an obfolete adjection, by
no means eflential to the word; whereas, in his
Etrufcan name of Pzftum(23), sT, not s, preecedes L,
by no means as an extrinfic addition, but as appertain~
ing to the radix, and confequently as an eflential part
of the name. This therefore by no means comes up
to the point. The proof is altogether as prepofterous
us the thing to be proved. But as I have already ex-
ceeded the limits I at firft propofed to myfelf in this
paper, it is time to conclude ; which you will per-
mit me to do, with afluring you that I am,

Dear Sir,
Your very faithful,

and moft obedient humble fervant,

Chris(:;?h‘;cﬁ’.,c%fon’ John Swinton.

(23) Ido ibida pl 190

XXXVII. Re-



